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Abstract 

Patriarchy is a social system in which men hold primary power and 

ejominant roles of political leadership, moral authority, social privilege and 

ontrol of property. This ideology explains and justifies the dominance and inherent 

DAatural difference between man and women. Many feminists referred patriarchy 

s a primary cause of women's oppression. The women who suffered most the 

nhysical abuse, torture and humiliation were borne silently. They were hushed up 

by the dominant men. The change in the social status of women is reflected in most 

of the feminist writings. Resistance, fight for change and freedom from the brutal 

pariarchy is the core theme which Bapsi Sidhwa voices through The Pakistani 

Bride. This paper presents the psycho -physical maltreatment of women by 

presenting the stark reality of pathetic condition of women in a remote Kohistani 

trbal community in Karakorum Range of mountains in Pakistan in contrary to the 

exemplary resistance rendered by women against the oppressive male hegemony. 

Key Words: Patriarchy, Women's Oppression, Male Hegemony, and Kohishtani. 

Internationaly, women's life is rooted in patriarchy. Either in the past or 

present the life of women is centered upon patriarchy. In the patriarchal world the 

domination of men is so strong. Many movements have emerged to protest and 

expel the suffering, suppression and plight of women on the whole. Literature has 

been a power instrument of the feminist movements. In the literary world Bapsi 

Sidhwa stands distinctive by being very subtle and covert in dealing with the feminist 

leitmotif. In her novels she presents the ruthless reality of women's suffering in its 

naked brutality. In Pakistani Bride Bapsi Sidhwa confronts the issues of women of 

different class and social backgrounds. All female characters in the plot from 

Zaitoon, the protagonist to Carol an American girl who marries a Pakistani army 

officer are symbols of victimization. Another aspect in the novel is its depiction of 

the stark reality of pathetic condition of women in remote Kohistan tribal community 

in Karakorum Range of mountains in Pakistan. 
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The Agonizng 
Kevon aganISt 

Kohistlni Patriarch 

nce married, women become the property of their husbands, The 
s 

must 
proteted by thecir husbands otherwIsC someone else may molest them, Ultin imately 
women had no choice but to aceept ther fate as it comes. As a young bride. 7ait oon realhzes the absurdity ot her romantic illusion about marriage. Yunus Kha 

ing 
of the 

horric life of women in the remote corners of Pakistan. Zaitoon's 

n is a great victory against the patriar system. The system is 
e lo 

freedom i 

ressive. It becomes clear even to old 

ongs to the tribe, "Who had been so proud and valiant and whole 

Hamida, Sakhi's mother though 
Indked oppres 

servient to the ruthless code her forebears, now loathed it with all her 

to change anything. Hamida's thoughts are 

on 

han, 
brother of Sakhi. who taunted him always of not being a man enough to control hi wife. eventually lead to increase of savagery on his part towards his "possessions 

ske herself be 

heartedly subsen 

ln blind rage. he first batters his ox until the beast collapses and nearly dies, When 

.However, she is too weak heurt"(191). i 

cant 
because she is what Zaitoon would be if she continued to live in the 

his mother tnes to save the animal, he beats her with a stick: en women that the author employs hils. Hers is one of the series of graphic images of 

n how what Zaitoon's options are. Zaitoon's escape from the rigid traditional 

ohal community is considered by Fawzia Afzal-Khan as "a spirit of defiance which 

nalises a challenge to the strictures of patriarchy" (Fawzia 9). With the escape of 
aitoon, the honour of the clan is at stake. Sakhi, his brother and the clansmen sets 

ut to hunt her, find and kill her. She chooses the most difficult route to escape. 

She travels for ten days facing all the hardships- she is attacked by vulture one 

moning, she comes across a leopard which was shot down by a hunter just the day 

fore she reaches the bridge. which was the final point of her escape she was 

aped by two tribal brutes for two hours, at the beach of the river. That evening 
aler regaining the consciousness, she forcefully pulls up her weak body until she 
reaches the bridge. 

Tl teach you." he hissed. 
T'l teach you meddling women. 

You think you can make a 

Fool of me? Do you? (173) 
When Zaitoon tries to stop him from beating his mother, he begins to thrash her. You are my Woman! I'll teach 
You to obey me? ( 173) 

He inflicted his savage brutality upon Zaitoon in order to "tame" her 
whenever she dares to go against his wishes. She is the virtual prisoner with Sakhi 
observing her every move. Just because he observes Zaitoon childishly waving at 

the army zeep. he loses his temper, and expresses his hatred and bitterness: You 
According to Sidhwa, the Kohistani traditions were not changed much in 

spte the world around it has transformed. The bridge can be considered as the 
cmblem built to advance towards the Kohistani's separate and unique ways. Zaitoon 

whore.' he hissed. His fury was so intense she thought he would kill her. He cleared 
his throat and spat full in her face. You dirty, black litle bitch, waving at those 

pigs.. Gripping her with one hand he waved the other in a lewd caricature of the 

girl's brief gesture. Waving at that shit-eating swine. You wanted him to stop and 

fuck you. didn't you" (185)! He slaps her hard, and swinging her pitilessly by the 

arm. flings her to the ground. A sharp flit cuts into her breast. In desperation she 
wildly lunges at him and butts her head between his legs. In the brief scufle, tlic 
cord of Sakhi's shalwar comes undone and flops to his ankles. He, blanched w 
shame. looks around to check if someone has witnessed his ultimate humilialion 

He quickly secures the cord of his shalwar and fall on Zaitoon. He kicks her between 

IS ne bridge following the river. "her journey assumes the role of a 'rite of 
ASge, which Zaitoon has to 'pass' through successfully, not only to gain identity 

r herself but to literally survive." (Furruk 142) Zaitoon is rescued by Major 
Wrapped her in her own blanket transfers her away to the other side ot 
ridge. Major tells Sakhi that his wife is dead and he has to believe his words. 

h lies to his tribe's men that he has buried his wife with his own hanas. 

prme aim of the story is to preserve life and to celebrate the freedom O She symbolizes Zaitoon as strong and courageous woman taclg dominat 
Oa tribal system. Her escape and revolt is 'deflecting the directton 

her legs repeatedly until she faints and he himself gets exhausted. He lifts her bouy 

across his shoulders and carries her home. That night she resolves to escape. Srdna 

does not stop at mere depiction of pathetic conditions but continues to make 

protagonists revolt and address those conditions of suppression. 

Iher Ehi does not end her life but faces it against all its odd circumstances. iet Csome journey is odyssey ot of woman to claim her honour and freedom. 

Bapsi Sidhwa's candid and realistic presentation of the brutalnty u 
eps s 

women in the patriarchal tribal culture of Kohistan not only shocks us but et 
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Abstract 

Information and Communication Technologies (ICT) can play a pivotal role in language learning. The use of computers and networks improve the quality of teaching and learning. It is an umbrella term that integrates store, retrieve, manipulate, and transmit or receiving information electronically in a digital form. It creates a new dimension for classrooms, teachers and students. The latest method of teaching is Computer Assisted Language Learning (CALL) which is an effective method of teaching and learning English language skills. Using computers and the Internet makes the class learning more vivid and pleasant. It add variety that breaks the monotony of teaching. ICT has the potential to meet the needs of new generation students to fulfill in English teaching and learning. This paper tries to explore on how language learning and teaching is enhanced by using information and communication technolo8y. 
Keywords: blog, CALL, computer, digital, MALL, ICT, internet, 

Information and Communication Technologies (ICT) technology ICTs have the potential to fulfill in English have become inseparable parts of our daily lives. teaching and learning. A number of tools exist to 
They change the way we live, the way we spend our help learners work on their writing/publishing 

collaboratively, often linked in a local area network. spare time and the way we work. It's almost 

impossible to even imagine the modern facilities 
without the use of technology. Therefore, education 
process too could not remain untouched by these 

Language learners use ICT to help them publish their 
work using word processors, DTP (desk top 
publishing), audio recording and editing tools, digital 

inventions. In this digital era, the new 8eneration cameras and presentations with the helpof Power 
students are attracted towards technology, point. 
technology based learning than lecture based 

learning. The role of technology in teaching and 

learning is rapidly becoming one of the most 

The application of ICT gives more opportunities for 

communication between peer learners. They can 

exchange information in real time, can participate in 
important and widely discussed issues in 

blog discussions, work in teams on different 
contemporary education policy (Rosen and Well, 

1995; and Thierer, 2000). ICT can expand access to projects, exchange emails, search for information, 
etc. By using the authentic material provided by the 

language programmes, use of computers and 
networks and improve the quality of teaching and 

Internet, the learners will have a better insight into 

the culture of the country and people. Various kinds 

of technology commonly use in English language 
learning in general English language in particular. 

There is no one best way to teach English language 

in a single optimal set of teaching materials. This is 
learning context are interactive media, Computer 

Language Labs, Audio devices, Internet, Radio, 
Television, and Mobile gadgets etc. because learners will vary both in how they learn 

and what they need and want to learn. Therefore, no 
Interactive media: Interactive media is the 

single 'magic bullet offers to support language 
learning of ESL students across all ages. Looking at 

integration of digital media including combinations 

of electronic text, graphics, moving images, audio, 
the current provision of language teaching, and at 

games and animation sound, into a structured digital 
the future languages strategy, there are a number of 

computer-based environment that allows people to 
key roles that information and communication 
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interact with the data for appropriate purposes. The learners for understanding language through 
digital environment can include the Internet, spelling and grammar checkers, desktop editing 
telecoms and interactive digital television. 

Radio: Radio presents the best speech model to the 

ESL learners, it is a source of learning pronunciation, 

programmes. All these steps belong to CALL 

(Computer-assisted language learning). Computers 
are used widely in schools, colleges and universities. 

Using computers as a tool in language classroom can stress, rhythm, and intonation etc. it helps in 

developing the comprehension by listening. enhance students' language learning skills. Many 
studies have found positive effect associated with 

technology aided instruction (Burnett, 1994, and Television: Television can be used effectivelyin 

teaching English. It has the combination of sound Fitzgerald and Warner, 1996). Higher education 
and imagery renders it a powerful aid to learning. It 

brings live and real events as they actually happen. 
institutions get advantage of information and 

communication technology in order to facilitate a 

rich teaching and learning environment (Beatty, Overhead Projector (OHP): Overhead Projectors 

project transparencies onto a screen or a white wall 2003; Chiu, Liou, & Yeh, 2007; Hancock, Bray, & 

Nason, 2002; Hemard, 2006; Higgins, 1993; 

Scrimshaw, 1993; Wang & Zhang, 2005; White, 
(Salaberri1996:428). It is as simple as effective. A 

light is shone through a transparency the size of a 

2006). sheet or a note paper, projecting it onto an ordinary 

film screen or a white board or wall, which will focus 
the student's attention. This provides the lesson 

The advantages of computer programs allow 

users to edit and save a written text. 
with effective, quick interaction from both teacher E-mail exchanges also allow students in 
and students (lones 1982:9). It is also possible to different areas to communicate with each other 
photocopy texts, pictures, diagrams. quickly and easily. 

Audio: Audio extracts are very motivating for The use of computers in language classroomns 

students especially for the young ones, as they helps students to learn or conduct activities 

usually involve breaking classroom routine by means independently, in small groups or with some 

support from teachers. of songs, games or dialogues performed by young 
native speakers. They should mainly be designed to 

improve the understanding of oral messages. 

By utilizing the computers, students can search 

various sources for learning materials, can 

interact with people in different countries, and 
Video: The most outstanding feature of using videos can receive immediate feedback by getting their 
is the ability to present communicative situations in 

exercises automatically corrected. 
a complete way (Lonergan 1984). The combination 

of both sound and image shown in a context is a 
Provides appropriate feedback and assessment 

of content knowledge and English skills. 
powerful tool in the ESL classroom. The speakers, 

Offering opportunities for meaningful practice 
the setting, the gestures, can be seen and heard and 

of language in authentic contexts. 
at the same time. Technical features of video players 

allow the teachers to be stopped, replayed or played 
Offering opportunities for maximal progress in 

language acquisition through responsive 
forward in part or full and can even be used with 

diagnostic and feedback systems. 

Learners are able to access high quality teaching sound muted. It is also possible for students to make 

their own video performances, reacting their own 
and learning at any time and any place. 

stories, video-clips, dialogues by using the video 
Information previously available only through a 

professor or an instructor is accessible on 

demand through computers and the internet. 

camera. The main advantage of using video 

recordings is that they provide language within a 

natural context. Well designed multimedia learning materials 

Computer Assisted Language Learning (CALL): The 

computer as a tool refers to the usage of computers 

as vehicles for delivering instructional materials to 

can be more effective than the traditional 

classroom methods because students learn 

more easily and quickly through ilustrations, 

Proceedings of National Seminar on Proceedings of One Day National Seminar on "LEARNER CENTREO 
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individual needs, inside and outside the classroom: 
using chat- rooms, articles, class-conferencing. 

Skype, etc. All these allow the learner to participate 

animation, different structuring of materials, 
and increased control of interaction with 

learning materials. 
New technologies can be designed to develop in the target language culture. 
and facilitate higher order learning skills, such as 

Blog: A blog is a type of website which has post or 
problem solving. decision making and critical 
thinking. entries appearing in reverse chronological order. 

Blogging has become very popular, especially in the 

sphere of education. It becomes communicative and 
Interaction with teachers can be structured and 

manages through online communications to 
interactive when participants assume multiple roles 

provide greater access and flexibility for both 
in the writing process, as writers who write and post, students and teachers. 

Computer mediated communication can 
facilitate team teaching, use of guest faculty 

as readers or reviewers who respond to other 
writers' posts and as writer-readers who, returning 
to their own posts, react to criticism of their own from other institutions, and multicultural and 
posts. It is easier to share information and generate 
discussion through blogging. Instead of text books 

international classes. 

Computer makes the students to increase their 
and traditional methods, many educators prefer self-expressions and active learning. 
using these new techniques to teach students, and 

CALL Lab: The CALL laboratory is a computer based gain experience with various forms of social media. 
laboratory set up to facilitate the teaching and By means of blogging, students can sharpen their 
learning of languages. This laboratory enhances the writing skills. 
atmosphere for language learning by providing Mobile Assisted Language Learning (MALL): Like students with the opportunity to use the computer Computer Assisted Language Learning (CALL), as a learning tool through language interactive 

Mobile Assisted Language Learning (MALL) may also activities and computer simulations. There isa lot of 
prove to be very helpful in honing language skills. 
Teaching of English as a Second Language demands 

software available on the market that can be used in 
the multimedia language laboratory, for example: a high level of innovation and integration of various KVAN solutions, Globarina, Online Software, teaching techniques. In the context of india, the Magnetic Infotech etc. Nowadays, there are also 

teaching of English is quite challenging as it offers a laboratories with computers with a connection to 
teacher plethora of opportunities to apply modern the Internet. These are called Web Assisted 
means of communication in order to cater to Language Laboratories (WALL). The multimedia 
growing requirements of learners and improve their language lab helps to learn and enhance the 
language skills. There is no doubt that technology is 

changing the learning environment and teaching 
experience as well. Mobile devices are gaining 

language proficiency by sharing the course materials 
within a second where the teacher and the students 
involved effortlessly. 

immense popularity among masses as these devices 
are small, smart, portable, and comfortable to 
utilize. Mobile devices cover cell phones, personal 

Internet: The Internet refers to the electronic 
networks that link people and information, through 

digital assistants, smart phones, tablets etc. All these 
devices can be used in language classrooms easily. 

computers and other digital devices, allowing 
communication and information retrieval. It can be 
used as a medium of language learning through e-

mail, which allows language learners to Now a days, technology based education is just like 
fast food to the minds of students. ICT provides communicate with "Web pals" in other countries. 
opportunities for students in the era of globalization. 
It is very essential key component factor to develop 
LSRW skills. It creates something new beyond the 

www (World Wide Web) offers a wide range of 
authentic material and promoting development of 
new learning strategies. Students can also create 

human mind or human resource. In the field of ICT, their own web sites or projects, according to their 
Internet literally plays a major role which provides 
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unlimited features to browse the web, visit 

companies, governments, museums, universities, 
colleges and schools etc. read the news, explore 
libraries, read books, get software, play games, 
watch videos, get a degree, have a discussion, chat, 
read programs on other computers, exchange 
messages. Computer Assisted Language Learning 
(CALL) wasa topic of relevance mostly to those with 
a special interest in that area. These new 

technologies are bringing the real world into the 
classroom. We can make use of new technologies in 

our classroom which depend on the availability of an 

internet connection: we may use ICT either on-line 

or off-line 
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Abstract 

This paper aims at focusing on the theme of displacement in the novels of Bapsi Sidhwa's novels-

The Pakistani Bride", "The Crow Eaters", "Cracking India". Sidhwa extracts itfrom ethnic history as a 

member of Parsi community. These narratives provide fresh insights into the cultural milieu as well as the 

omplexities of the Parsi community. The best part of it isthat she does it with good humour ant wit, so that 

description of Parsi society does not appear as a dull account of facts. 

Keywords: Displacement, partition, culture, colonization, religion, tribal, himour, western. 

Displacement appears as a dominant thematic concern almost in all the novels of Bapsi Sidhwa. In the 

Pakistani Bride, Qasim, a Kohistani, after losing his family due to epidemic, moves to plains of Lahore and 

settles there. He picks up, Munni (Zaitoon), a young victim of violence of Partition, who too is driven by fate 

to a new place. Her later displacement to Kohistan and her escape from there forms the central theme. The 

journey of Zaitoon analogously marks the hardships a woman has to face and the perils she has to overcome 

to achieve her right to freedom and dignity. Zaitoon flees from the brook in the morning groping her way 

through the mountains only at the sunset to stop for rest: "Her every thought bent on flight, she had driven 

her body relentlessly through the mountains, intuitively following the river downstream." (The Pakistani 

Bride 192) She takes the most difficult path as tribal party would search the easy paths first. Carol,an other 

character, an American girl, moves to Pakistan after marrying an army officer. 

Carol and Zaitoon have many things in common. Uprooted from their cultural backdrops, both of 

them land up in alien social milieu. Carol, a sales girl in America, falls in love with a Pakistani student and 

marries him. As he joins Pakistani Army and is posted at Pakistan-Afghanistan 
Border at Kohistan, she 

follows him to the Camp at Dubair. Her fascinating world of Carol fades away with the over possessive and 

her to depressive spell. Zaitoon, on similar lines, brought up in plains of Punjab, joins the tribe of rough 

385 
suspicious nature of her husband. Her disillusion, after witnessing the patriarchal Pakistani tradition, leads 
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hountain terrains in Kohistan. Her dreams of tall and handsome heroes bound to pride and honour fade a. 

after she encounters the mindless brutality of Sakhi. Her youthful romantic fantasy of Kohistan gets blun 
ay 

by the harsh reality of tribal life it offers. 

While Carol shows her vehemence at the male hegemony with secret romance with her husband', 

fnend, Zaitoon expresses her rebellion by flecing from Kohistan. The rebellious vehemence in Carol and 

Zaitoon represents the spirit of womanhood to fight the age-old tradition of patriarchy. While Zaitoon's fligh 
1s more arduous, the rebellion of Carol is no less daring. The journey of Zaitoon is analogous to the jounev 
of a woman from her innocent romantic imagination of marriage to the experience of atrocious reality ot 

subjugation. Indira Bhat aptly puts it: "Zaitoon's odyssey from the plains to the snow mountains and back t 
the plains is symbolic of the inner journey of the young woman from the fantasy world of love, romance and 
heroes, to the harsh and hostile realitics of life, where man is the hunter and exploiter, cruel and inhuman 
treating women and animals alike"(86). 

The spirit of Zaitoon and Carol to show their vehemence is reclamation of womanhood from the fall. 
The gruesome journey of the Zaitoon is odyssey of woman to claim her honour and freedom. The troubles 
Zaitoon faces and the way she collects herself are reminiscent of the sacrifices woman need to make in her 
journey to liberation. Sidhwa using the imagery of a 'crippled but flying bird' and "black leopard' are of 
significance in this context. 

Carol, like Zaitoon, is exposed to an alien culture but she also enjoys the comforts of nobility in 
Pakistan. Going back to her salesgirl life is no option for her, though she strongly despises her husband's 
extreme possessive nature. In a way, Carol has no place to flee to. However, she identifies the vulnerability of Zaitoon and helps her as part of her support to the cause of womanhood. Carol's sexual intercourse with Major Mushtaq appears to be immoral, it is nevertheless an answer to her husband's jealous conduct towards her. 

Sidhwa brings forth, through Carol, the perspective of a girl from civilized western society towards the strictly discriminative eastern social milieu. The male chauvinism prevalent in the Pakistani as wel as Kohistani cultures is inconceivable for Carol. She always wonders, 'why these people are like this? She never understands why a woman should hide from men. When she was realizes that she was being watched by tribal men, she sardonically says "May be I should wear a Burka!"(52) In the Crow Eaters, The novel stats with the arduous journey taken up by Freddy from the jungies o Central India to the hallowed pastures of Punjab in Septa Sindhu region of the pre-independent Indan Subcontinent. This motif of journey amplifies the transition in Freddy's character as he matures in life. His realization that he could not make it any big in his native village and his aspiration to strike t in the prosperous land of Punjab propel him to take up the laborious journey on a Bullock Cart with nis family and belongings. His family included his widowed mother-in-law Jerbanoo, his pregnant wife Puti ana 
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Atter two months of Joumey, Freddy finally reaches Lahore, his dreamland to try his destiny. Freddy, surnkingly handsome adventurerwas he, recognizes 'need to be the sweetest thing in the world... the need tor carving a comfortable niche in the world for himself and for earning 'respect and gratitude of his entire community (9). These are the two aspirations every Parsi man sets for himself to realize as ordained by Zoroastrian preaching 

In her novel "Cracking India'", Bapsi Sidhwa deals with the most gruesome event of human displacement in recent history, the partition of India. She also renders a new approach to the Partition through a woman's perspective. The unprecedented violence, arson, looting, murder and rape that ravaged the people are viewed from the male's point of view. However, the helpless victims on either side are the women and children. The vulnerable women are at the forefront of receiving the brunt of violence and rape. Men might get killed instantly but women live with the brutality of violence in any event. Forcibly molested, humiliated and cruelly injured, women mutely tolerated the insanity of masses. So far, there are no remarkable historical 
accounts, which explain the historical event as experience endured by women. 

The women who suffered most the physical abuse, torture and dismantling of organs are never heard. 
The humiliations they underwent were borme silently by them and history secretly buried them with its 

deafening silence. The shrieks of agony of these women are hushed up in the prattle of political and religious 
amplifications. 

The western historiographies and historical accounts are Eurocentric in orientation and aim at justifying 

colonization. These narratives establish superiority of the white man by systematically debunking the civilizations 

of the colonized. Their history, achievements and value systems are purposefully destroyed or distorted to 

legitimize western hegemony. The achievements, legacies, values and socio-cultural patterms of the white are 

imposed as better modes of living. The rule of the colonizer is thus legitimized and perpetuated. Ironically, even 

after decolonization, the same historiographies constitute the center' holding their sway over the formerly 

colonized people. The Post-colonialism, as a literary movement, opposes hegemony of the center' by, as Salman 

Rushdie puts it, 'writing back to the center' its untenability. 

The general criticism against attempts of Post-colonial writers to provide altemative historiographies is that their 

fictions cannot be ranked as historiographies at all because of absence of rigour, distorted or confused timeframes, 

creative or artistic rendering of events and evidently subjective interpretation of historical phenomena. A fiction 

hardly can be treated as history. On the other side of the fence, Post-colonial writers debunk mainstream histories 

as conjectural as their own fictions, as distorted by colonial interests and as much coloured by ideologies of the 

colonizers. In order to create Space for the colonized, the hegemonic historiographies must be debunked, does not 

matter, even by fictions. 
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T
he depiction of the ghastly train journey, in w

hich the protagomist M
unni (Zaitoon) lones 

ner parents, 
alludes 

to
 

the terrifying consequences 
of the Partitíon. 

The them
e 

of partition 
m

akes 
ts

 
A

ppearanee, 
a
s
 o

n
e
 of the m

ajor historical event for the tw
o countries, in all her novels direcaly o

r indirecaly. 
B

apsi Sidhw
a's prom

inent place 
in the m

odern English w
riters of the sub-continent o

w
e
s to

 the aforesaid 
reasons, despite occasional 

loose construction 
of situations and sudden disappearance 

o
f characters. 

H
er 

strength 
lies 

in 
her 

strong them
atic presentation 

and gripping narration 
of the story 

w
ith observational 

validity and sharp sen
se of hum

our. 
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